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is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-8 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gibbons et al (6,933,925). 

Regarding claim 1, Gibbons teaches of a computer pointing device (Fig. 4, ch. 200) comprising 
an inaudible moveable input (Fig. 4, ch. 201) that generates a user input signal that is 
communicated to a computer through an interface (Fig. 4, ch. 235) including at least one resilient 
member responsive to movement of said input (Fig. 4, ch. 400), wherein said resilient member is 
moveable between an engaged position and a disengaged position with said interface and 
wherein contact between said resilient member and said interface is inaudible (col. 4, lines 15- 
17, col. 6, lines 25-26), and including a switch operably coupled to said input for converting said 
inaudible moveable input to an audible moveable input (col. 6, lines 26-40), wherein said 
inaudible moveable input comprises a button on a mouse and wherein activation of said button is 
silent (col. 4, lines 4-10, and col. 6, lines 25-26). 

Regarding claim 8, Gibbons, further, teaches of at least one interface electrical contact (Fig. 4, 
ch. 236), at least one resilient member including at least one resilient member electrical contact 
(Fig. 6A, ch. 416) for selective engagement with said interface electrical contact (co. 4, line 64- 



Application/Control Number: 10/776,081 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2629 

col. 5, line 1); and at least one user input member cooperating with said resilient member to 
selectively engage and disengage said resilient member electrical contact from said interface 
electrical contact (col. 4, lines 15-17) wherein said resilient member electrical contact 
inaudibly engages said interface electrical contact in response to user input to said input member 
(col. 6, lines 25-26). 

Regarding claims 16-18, Gibbons, further, teaches of positioning at least one resilient member 
immediately adjacent the input (col. 4, lines 4-10), depressing the input to issue a click command 
(col. 4, lines 15-17), and providing inaudible movement of the resilient member in response to 
receipt of the click command (col. 6, lines 25-27). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
3. Claims 9-15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 9-15 are allowable 
since certain key features of the claimed invention are not taught or fairly suggested by the prior 
art. In claim 9, " a switch operablv coupled to said input member for converting inaudible 
engagement between said resilient member and interface electrical contacts into audible 
engagement between said resilient member and interface electrical contacts ". In claim 15, " said 
resilient member comprises a cantilever spring having a first end held fixed relative to said 
interface and a second end moveable relative to said interface, said resilient member electrical 
contact being positioned at said second end ". The closest prior art of record, however singularly 
or in combination fails to anticipate or render the above underlined limitations obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 



Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ricardo L. Osorio whose telephone number is 571-272-7676. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:00 A.M. to 5:30 
P.M. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala whose telephone number is 571-272-7681. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



or faxed to: 571-273-8300 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window at the 

Randolph Building, 401, Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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